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Position Name Tel Email

Curate in Charge Revd Mandy Hughes 07791532461
stmichaelshoole@outlook.

com

Church Warden Jane Elphick 07977201199 candjelphick@hotmail.com

Parish Office and
Administrator

Sharon Gregson 07476194991
stmichaelshoole@outlook.

com

Children and Young
People’s Minister

Liz Boland
0779032002

04
lizboland@yahoo.co.uk

Little Angels Baby and
Toddler Group

Revd Mandy Hughes 07476194991
stmichaelshoole@outlook.

com

Headteacher Hoole
St Michael’s Primary

School

Mrs Rebecca
Holland

01772613219 head@hoole.lancs.sch.uk

Ladies Group Erika Penrose  01772 613816
johnanderika.penrose@gm

ail.com

Mens Group Jock Davidson 07902 441055 sgtmajor@talktalk.net

Flower Group Lisa Redshaw 01772614428

Parish Safeguarding
Officer

Jenny Tomlinson 07984797548
stmichaelshoole@outlook.

com

Health and Safety
Officer

Colin Wilson 07905719831 southview1953@tiscali.co.uk

Verger Irene Pickles 07747607552 stanpickles13@gmail.com

Treasurer Barbara Wood 07745208617 bw12252@hotmail.com
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THE REV’S REVIEW

Welcome to this bumper edition of our Parish Magazine. We want
you to be aware of all the worship services and events coming up in
the next few months. We have an exciting time ahead to offer you all,
and a very warm invitation to everyone in our Parish, to join us.
I'm delighted to tell you all that on Sunday 28th June we celebrated
my Ordination to the Priesthood. More on this in another article.
As I write I am watching my big greyhound (39kg), doing what he
does best, and that is to spend most of his day asleep! He sits on his
chair dreaming, or contemplating the world, then he eats, takes a short
walk around the block and goes back to sleep. Now I'm not
suggesting this is going to be the daily routine of your local Curate in
Charge! Tempting though it is, life is incredibly busy, the demands of
daily life can overwhelm us, and then life throws us some major
curve balls, in the shape of bereavement, illness, family trauma,
disappointment and the dreadful events happening around the world.
We are surrounded by constant negative images and information, and
a lot of fake news that quite frankly can "fry" our brains.
Our God offers an antidote to all of this. His invitation to come and
follow him is for all of us, and to enable us to step into a different
world. It is an invitation to "come and see" in John's Gospel. In
Matthew's Gospel (11:28), Jesus invites us to "come, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest." He asks us to think
about the ways of the world: are they giving us the happiness and joy
we crave, and more importantly, the peace of mind and spirit we
need?



As we celebrate 100 years of the Diocese of Blackburn, we will be
holding a Parish "mission" weekend on 12th–13th September. This is
for us to invite everyone in our Parish, believer or not, to find out more.
Ask us questions, enjoy a walk, some refreshments and a rousing Songs
of Praise Service on the Sunday. A fun community event to explore why
faith matters, why Jesus is central to our lives and what he has to offer
us all.
Our children and their families will be invited to Family Church on 20th
September, to spend time with Bishop Philip, our Diocesan Bishop,
who has a real heart for them — and very much enjoys fun and games!
Following our weekend we will be providing a study course, to explore
more what it means to have faith and how we can follow Jesus in this
crazy world we live in.
Please be aware that all of our upcoming activities, events and services
are open to all. I have said before that we are here for the good times
and the bad, joy and sadness, and if you just want to talk, or be prayed
for, please reach out.
We all need time to "be" and rest, come to Jesus and find out more.
The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make his face to shine upon you
And be gracious to you
The Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace (Numbers  
6:24–26)
Amen
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Revd Mandy 
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Sunday 28th June was a very important day in the life of our church.
Since October 2024, when our previous minister retired, we have been
without a fully ordained minister in post at St Michael's, which has
presented challenges. However, last year, our Curate in training, Mandy
Hughes, was ordained as a Deacon in Blackburn Cathedral, and
following further training, interviews and reflection, Revd Mandy
Hughes was appointed as Curate in Charge of our Parish in February
2026. On Sunday, the final stage of her Ordination journey was
completed, when Revd Mandy was "Priested", so she is now able to
preside at Holy Communion services, conduct weddings and undertake
other tasks as our Curate in Charge.

Revd Mandy has the support of a great many people including Blackburn
Diocese, Emmanuel College, our Patron Sarah Lamb, our school and the
congregation of St Michael's, who turned out in force for this special
service. 36 parishioners hired a bus to travel to the service at St Francis
Church, Fenniscliff, with several others travelling independently and
many more sorry to be unable to attend for various reasons. The service
was a joyful and very special celebration. It was particularly moving
when five clergy who have actively supported Revd Mandy's journey laid
hands on her in blessing with Bishop Joseph Kennedy.

We all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, and the refreshments afterwards.
Revd Mandy is now resident in the rectory, in the centre of our local
community, and we are looking forward to supporting her plans for the
future of St Michael's.

Priesting, June 2026
by Jane Elphick 
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Left to Right:  Rt Rev Bishop Philip, Rev John Lisle, Rt Rev Dr Bishop Joseph, Rev Mandy Hughes MBE, Rev
Sara Marriott
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Sharing Life’s Events with You

In the last couple of magazines, I have talked about the invitation to you all
to consider coming to church for some of the most important events of our
lives;
                               Thanksgiving for the birth of a child
                                Baptism (Christening) at any age
                         Confirmation & renewal of Baptism promises
                                                   Weddings
                                           Wedding Blessings
                                                     Funerals

We all know that there are now many alternatives to coming to Church to
celebrate these life-changing events, and perhaps people are reluctant to
come forward and consider Church, for many reasons. Some maybe be to
do with doubts about faith, or even a loss of faith. The convenience of a
venue where it can all be done at once or even the relentless adverts for
pure cremation or a simplifying of a Funeral – Cost may be an issue for
some. 
These “rites of passage in life”, are deeply personal and it’s important to
have a conversation with your loved ones to find out what they would like
in terms of a farewell. Maybe to think about it ourselves and how we
would like to be remembered and the funeral we would like. We plan most
things in our lives and this is something that we often ignore. 

Give it some thought and please feel free to come and talk to us about any
of these important life events. We are here if you have faith or none or not
sure. 

Revd Mandy



Those of you who visit our church will see that we have
a space for prayer at the front. It is an opportunity to

hang a prayer on our prayer tree, and take a moment for
private prayer. We are also available for prayer on the
Sundays when we have a Communion Service. If you
have particular prayer needs please contact me and we
can add you or the person you want prayer for, to the
weekly prayer list, which is read out in Church, or we

can pray for you after the service.
We can also guide you towards prayer resources or

people who can help in special situations. You don’t
need to attend Church to receive prayer, but we would
love to welcome you to our family, where you can find

peace and comfort.
Thank you, our prayers are with you,

Revd Mandy Hughes
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Space for prayer
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OUR CHILDREN &
YOUNG PEOPLE

Report by Liz Boland, 
Children & Young People’s Minister

Children’s Church has now
finished their Time Travel series,
which took us through the Bible,
helping us to think about God’s
promises in the past and how that
relates to us now. We then went
back to looking at the same
passages as the adults in church.
We use crafts and/or games every
week to consolidate our learning,
but we are focussed on God and
the Bible as much as the adults in
the main service. Children’s
Church takes a break over the
summer, but there are things for
the children to do every week
while I am away.
Family Church has happened
twice since the last magazine –
Birthday Church in May and
Space Church in June. Birthday
Church celebrated Pentecost and
the birthday of the Church, with a
party style service, including
birthday cake (of course) a rousing
rendition of the families singing

“Happy birthday” to the Church,
and think about what the coming
of the Holy Spirit means now and
a lot of fun.
Space Church was something we
hadn’t done before, and was a
great afternoon with the Venue in
almost darkness, with stars
projected onto the ceiling, videos
of the Earth from space and the
side of the Moon we never see
from Earth, and praising God for
His Kingship over the whole
universe, not just our planet, while
also thanking Him that He cares
about each one of us as well as the
whole universe, and more! Big
concepts, but of course, our
families rose to the occasion and
had a great afternoon. We also
made rockets and designed our
own planets.
Our next Family Church is on 20
September, when we will be
celebrating the centenary of the
Diocese of Blackburn with Party 
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Church, when we will welcome
Bishop Philip.
Plans for our new group are still in
progress but coming along well.
The Hoole Youth Hub will begin
on 6 September for anyone in year
5 and upwards. Each session will
last for 1 hour and will include a
mix of games, crafts, sports, and
Bible teaching and discussion.
They will be quite informal, and

the exact programme will be
shaped by the young people, so we
know it's what they want to come
along to. Initially, we are running
the HYH twice a month, once on a
Friday 6:30-7:30pm and once on a
Sunday afternoon 4:00-5:00. We
will review it at Christmas, and
see which time works best, or
whether the different times suit
different people.

Dates coming up for children and families:
12 July:  10:30 Final Children’s Church of the year
19 July:  3:45 Picnic Church at St Michael’s School
30 Aug:  10:30 Children’s Church restarts

6 Sept:   10:30 Children’s Church
               4:00 Hoole Youth Hub
13 Sept: 10:30 Children’s Church
18 Sept: 6:30 Hoole Youth Hub
20 Sept: 3:45 Party Church
27 Sept: 10:30 Children’s Church

4 Oct:   10:30 Harvest Children’s Church
11 Oct: 10:30 Children’s Church
             4:00 Hoole Youth Hub
18 Oct: 3:45 Toy Story Church
23 Oct: 6:00 Hoole Youth Hub
25 Oct: 10:30 Children’s Church
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(HYH)
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Life at Hoole St Michael C of E
Primary School

by Rebecca Holland, Headteacher

I am excited to share our most recent developments at Hoole St
Michael CE Primary School. We have been working hard to
improve our learning environment. The introduction of the
sensory space in the Autumn term has been a huge success with
many children enjoying this calm space.

Our revamped library has supported the children to develop a
renewed enjoyment of reading. We welcomed in our families to
share a book and a brew. We will be extending this offer in the
new academic year and will be looking for volunteer readers who
have time to donate. Please get in touch with school if you have a
little time to spare.

In the Summer term we have been working on our outdoor
environment. We have beautiful school grounds and offer a forest
school provision with our in house trained forest school
practitioner. To support the ongoing projects of our forest school
team we have been painting and fixing our potting sheds. Thank
you to members of our school community who came to support us
on ‘Groundforce Day’ this has made a huge difference to our
school grounds as we prepare for the next upcoming projects.

If you have a trade and wish to donate time we always have
projects we are working on in and around our school. We welcome
expertise from our local community. This helps to strengthen the
links between school, church and community.
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We have been working closely with Fox Group who have kindly
donated time and materials to rebuild our outdoor classroom. The
icing on the cake will be the new soft surfacing in our Early Years
Outdoor area. All ready to receive our new Reception children and
Honeybees Nursery children in September. 

To share and celebrate the fantastic year we have had here at Hoole
St Michael we are inviting children, families, church and
community to come and join us for Hoole Fest. This will be a
lovely way for the whole community to come together. We have
musicians, dancers and performers as well as local food vendors
which include Smokies and Crepe Hut.
Our gates open at 12.30pm on the 15th July. Bring your picnic
blanket and chairs and stay for an afternoon of fun and live music,
there is something for everyone.

With so much to look forward to, we are excited for what the next
academic year at Hoole St Michael has to offer.
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introduce a more balanced approach
that includes drawing, writing, dance,
singing, and games, while also
building deeper understanding
through more structured methods. 
Of course, challenges remain, most
notably the rising costs of essentials.
Fuel prices have soared globally, but
at £3.50 a litre, the impact is
particularly severe here in Malawi,
when fuel is even available. Long
queues are common during shortages.
Over the past three years, prices have
roughly doubled on imported goods,
including certain foods, building
materials, and consumables. This
puts significant pressure on our
school and clinic budgets, but we’re
doing everything we can to stretch
every penny. 
On a brighter note, and in the spirit of
the World Cup, we’re proud to
continue our support for our football
and netball teams, who compete at
various levels in national and local
leagues. FOMO FC, FOMO WFC,
and our under 10, 12, 16, and 19 

21

Muli Bwanji! How are you? FOMO is
now in its 26th year, and we remain as
committed as ever to supporting over
2,500 children through our network of
14 centres, secondary school, clinic,
and various food and welfare
programmes. Despite the challenging
economic climate, our dedication to
the children in our care has never
wavered. 
We’re thrilled to share some exciting
news: Tykha has returned from
university with a well-earned degree
in Social Work Management! A huge
thank you to everyone who
contributed to funding this
achievement. With Tykha back on
board, we’re turning our focus to
improving teaching methods in our 14
preschool nurseries, especially for the
5-year-olds who will be transitioning
to standard 1 this September. This is
long overdue, as traditional rote
learning (singing the alphabet or
numbers) doesn’t fully engage or
challenge young minds. We’re now
working with local teachers to 

FOMO
Friends of Mulanje Orphans,

Malawi 
by Keith and Mary Woodworth
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teams all play weekly. We dream of one
day having our own ground to develop
the game even further. In the past,
players from Mulanje have reached
Malawi’s top football league and even
represented the national under-16 team,
so we’re full of hope for the future! 

To round up: 
Our general and HIV/AIDS clinic
continues to run weekly. 
We currently have 450 children
attending our secondary school,
plus two students at university and
two at Blantyre Polytechnic. 
We’re eager to invest more
resources into our school, clinic,
and play schools—but bulk food
(beans, rice, and maize) remains a
constant challenge, and we’re
always on the lookout for new
suppliers. 

God bless and with heartfelt thanks, 
Keith and Mary Woodworth and 
The FOMO team

any questions, ideas, or would like to
get involved. 

Looking ahead to 2027, we’re
delighted to welcome back the West
Lancs Scouts. We’re also hoping to
build a new centre at FOMO Nessa,
as their previous one was destroyed
by a series of storms, starting with
Cyclone Freddy. For now, they’re
meeting outdoors, which isn’t ideal,
so this new centre will be a huge step
forward. On the logistics front, our
40ft container left the UK in March
and hasn’t arrived yet, but we’re
keeping our fingers crossed for a
July delivery. 
As always, we’re so grateful for your
support. Please don’t hesitate to
reach out to us at
fomouk@hotmail.com if you have



Honey Bees
Nursery

 
Ages 3 - 4 years

EarlyYears FoundationStage
Standards for learning
Forest School provision

Early Education funding can be used
Access to before & after school

care 7:45am - 5:45pm

CONTACT US
 HOOLE ST MICHAEL CEPRIMARY SCHOOL

BURSAR@HOOLE.LANCS.SCH.UK

01772 613219

Ofsted 2021 “Leaders promote reading well. Staff teach
phonics in a logical order, this supports pupils in key stage

1 and children in the early years, to learn sounds.”
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Blackburn Cathedral – 21st–24th August 2026
St Michael’s Flower Group is taking part in this prestigious event in Blackburn

Cathedral to mark the centenary of the diocese. 

We have reserved a large area in the North Transept and will be telling the
story of Jeremiah Horrocks and the Transit of Venus in 1639 but will link it to
the 1769 transit observed by Capt. James Cook, and several eminent
astronomers and scientists, in Tahiti. Once this Transit had been recorded,
Cook continued his journey to find ‘Terra Australis’, discovering New South
Wales on Australia’s east coast in April 1770.
A magnificent replica of a 3-pane church window
(shown right in its ‘skeleton’ state!) will take
centre stage, beautifully crafted by Stan Pickles
and John Penrose, who have also crafted the
small prow of a boat, to bring up the rear – the
window represents Jeremiah Horrocks’ 1639
discovery, and the boat is a nod to the 1770 event
in Tahiti. The window panels will be painted and
finished by Tracey Hewitt and Niko Susnik, two
more extremely talented members of our
congregation. A ‘timeline’ linking these two
events will be created by our wonderful primary
school pupils.  We are extremely grateful to you all.



26

Unfortunately, summer flowers will be nearing their end, but if you grow
flowers such as Dahlias, Chrysanthemums, Hydrangeas (particularly blue
ones), Gladioli, Astilbe, Sunflowers, blue Echinops, Japanese Anemones, or
any other suitable flowers and they may still be blooming by the 18th August,
we would love it if you would be happy to donate some. Donated flowers will
help to make this a true community event.
 
Would you be willing to help us set up the ‘hard landscaping’ of our display on
the 20th August for a short period between say 7.30am and around 12noon,
and help us to dismantle it on the 25th? The muscles of a couple of strong
young men wouldn’t go amiss to load and unload?!

For more information, please contact Hilary Newman on 07786 195498
or via email: hilnewman1945@gmail.com



27



28

Ladies Group Update
We enjoyed Roger Woods’s talk in May about “Magic, Magicians &
Mystery”. Roger had been interested in magic since he was young and
practised for many years. He explained how magic had started hundreds
of years ago with witch doctors and travellers at markets and fairs. He
performed some fascinating card tricks, had a volunteer in handcuffs and
finished with a cup and ball trick. All very mysterious!

In June Cheryl Sandford gave a slide show about her “Repair Shop
Experience”. Cheryl and her daughter were invited to the BBC’s Repair
Shop to take a precious memorial brooch containing a photo and lock of
hair of her grandmother’s brother Billy, who had tragically died following
injuries received in the First World War. The brooch dated back to around
1916 and had probably been worn as a necklace, but was now unwearable
and in need of repair. Cheryl took us through her whole experience from
the initial application to the final presentation of the restored brooch
which had been transformed into a beautiful brooch/pendant with a new
nine carat back, glass front, fastening pin and chain. Of course Cheryl and
her daughter were extremely delighted and so were our members on
hearing about their experience.

Third time lucky! We were so fortunate with the weather for our Coffee
Morning on 27th June. Members and friends enjoyed the sunny morning
checking up on the bargains in the gazebos, sitting at tables on the lawn
with their coffees and cakes – chatting and having a go at the quiz. A total
of £526 was made and more is coming in. This will be donated to worthy
causes at the end of the year together with other funds we have taken
during the year. Many thanks to all of you who supported this event. See
some photos on the next page!



We were delighted to receive a visit from the Rev Ann Templeman who had
come north for the weekend, partly to attend our rector, the Rev Mandy
Hughes’s ordination at St Francis Church, Feniscliffe, which was a
wonderfully uplifting event attended by many friends and family members.
Sheila has been organising our trip to Derby House, Wrightington on 20th
August which many of our members are looking forward to.
Looking forward to 17th September, Pete Tomlinson will be talking about
“The Lancashire Lad”; in October we invite the Men’s Group to hear what
Stuart Walsh has to say about his adventure at the 2012 Olympics; on
7thNovember we will be holding another Coffee Morning in the Venue and
on 19th November, Yvonne Pinder will be talking about “Pinny’s Pots”
(with a Christmas theme).
If you are reading this and are interested in coming along to our meetings
you would be made very welcome – you could try us for a month before
committing to membership. We are a friendly group and do welcome new
members. We can also offer a lift to anyone living locally who is unable to
drive. Do give me a call on 07791 068360 or 01772 613816.

Erika Penrose
Leader
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Meets every 3rd Thursday, at 2pm in the Venue
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Photos from the Ladies Group Coffee Morning held on
Saturday 27th June at Banks Farm including one of Averil Dalton
being presented with a special cake (made by Lynn Smith) and

basket of flowers in celebration of her and Viv’s Platinum
Wedding Anniversary in July. 

Happy 70th Wedding Anniversary, Averil and Viv!
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Men’s Group
Update
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by Stan Pickles

We are currently planning our programme for next season which
begins in September. At our AGM in May we selected a varied
programme of speakers but unfortunately not all were available for
our planned meeting nights so a little re-think was necessary.
However the early part of the programme is complete and we begin
on September 8th at 7.30pm, with a talk by Alan Taylor on Fred Parr,
a local man from Bretherton who spent most of the period of WWII
as a prisoner of war, his times have been documented and Alan has
adapted this into what promises to be a very interesting account of
those years, we look forward to hearing it. 
At this opening meeting a full programme for the year will be
available and we shall also be collecting the annual subscriptions of
£10.00, we would also be very happy to meet any new or prospective
members who may like to come along. As usual our meetings will
take place on the second Tuesday of each month in the meeting room
of the Village Hall. That is, all excepting the following meeting in
October, when we are invited to a joint meeting with the Ladies
group which will be at 2.00pm on the afternoon of Thursday October
15th. The topic being a talk by Stuart Walsh entitled “My adventure
at the 2012 Olympics”. We thank the Ladies group for inviting us
along to this meeting.

Meets every 2nd Tuesday, at 7:30pm in the Venue
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Parish Registers

The first couple to marry at St Michael's this year were Karra
Nestoruk-Kazi and Will Booth. Revd Barbara Wilson conducted a
lovely service, the weather was kind, and the couple came up with a
great way to decorate the "bridal" door. We wish Karra and Will all
the very best as they start their married life in Hoole. 

Holy Matrimony “Those whom
God hath joined together”

Marriage of
Karra Nestoruk- Kazi and Will Booth 

Saturday 6  June, St Michael's Church th
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Marriage of 
Elizabeth Mawson and Paul Whittam, 

3  July 2026, St Michael’s Churchrd

Revd Mandy conducted her first wedding on July 3rd. It was a
joyful, informal service which was greatly enjoyed by the bride and

groom, Elizabeth Mawson and Paul Whittam, and their closest
friends and family.

https://georgeslhughes.muchloved.com/
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Martin Eagleton, 
69 years of Much Hoole

Funeral service at Hoole St Michael’s Church 
followed by committal at West Lancashire Crematorium 

12th June 2026

The Departed “Rest eternal grant unto them”

Revd Mandy and Revd David had the enormous privilege of
conducting Martins funeral.You may remember that we celebrated

Martin’s and Jessica’s wedding blessing in April, knowing that
Martin was very unwell. It was a beautiful service and wonderful

memory for Jessica, the family and friends. With sadness and
laughter we celebrated Martins incredible life in the most

wonderful way - giving everyone the chance to mourn and to take
comfort in a life lived to the full. Full of love.

We continue to pray for Jessica, his wife and all the family.
Rest in Peace Martin, and rise in glory.

https://georgeslhughes.muchloved.com/


DISCOVER LIFE
ACCORDING TO JESUS

Got questions about God, the world and you?

The 321 course invites you to see life the way Jesus does.
Over the course of 3 sessions, Glen Scrivener presents Jesus’
vision for life through interactive videos that help us better
understand God, the world and ourselves.

The course considers God’s Three-ness, the world’s two-ness
and your one-ness. Each session begins with a thoughtful
question followed by stunning storytelling and compelling
commentary.

Begin 321 here. Engage in thoughtful conversation as part of a
small group hosted in a friendly environment. Interact with the
videos then share your thoughts and experiences with others.

Interested? Speak to Rev Mandy,
stmichaelshoole@outlook.com

Hosted by:  Hoole St Michael's

Sessions:   14th Sept, 28  Sept, 12  Octth th

Time:   19:00

Address: The Lodge, St Michael’s

Church, Much Hoole

36
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Your Church relies mainly on the generosity of donations from our
members who donate on a regular basis, but we also greatly value any

donations received from visitors.
If you would like to contribute, you have several options:

As a Visitor to Church?

Cash can be given via our donations box located on the right as you walk in

Tax Payer? – consider completing a yellow envelope (available in church)
and drop it into the donations box.

Donate by card using our card reader located on the left as you walk in.

Prefer online options?
By online bank transfer to HSBC, PCC Hoole Parish Church, 40-37-25 /

84453034
Visit our Just Giving page: www.justgiving.com/charity/hooleparishchurch

Or scan the bar code below         

If you do donate. a quick email to our treasurer would be good, so we can
acknowledge our appreciation of your support.

Giving at St Michael’s

http://www.justgiving.com/charity/hooleparishchurch
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY,
 NOW, IN THE PAST, AND INTO OUR 

FUTURE TOGETHER

A Message for our Planned Givers
If you donate by regular standing order or use our regular envelope giving

scheme, then you are a planned giver.
In May of this year, you should have received an email or a letter, thanking
you for your valued support and a request to review your planned giving.
Thank you to everyone who has responded in whatever form that took.

 
If you haven’t got around to reviewing your planned giving

(or becoming a planned giver)
perhaps this could be taken as a gentle reminder to think about it.

If you did not receive anything from me and would like to know more, 
please get in touch.

 
Why?

Because - it is the revenue from you, our planned givers, that plays an
integral part in meeting our commitments and financial forward planning.
Without this dedicated support from you all, we would struggle indeed to
keep up the variety of services we provide in order to try and meet your

different needs.
 

To Everyone
The support you give to your Church and its work is always so very much

appreciated because we recognise that it takes its form in many ways:
 

your time volunteered
your skills freely given
your expertise shared

as well as your donations given, by whatever method.
 

What are our Commitments?
Your support,  helps to ensures our church continues to thrive physically and

spiritually by funding our Curate in Charge, our Children and Young
People’s Minister, the production of the church magazine, administration

and media costs, pastoral care, home communion to name but a few and last
but not least, the maintenance of our beautiful Grade II* listed church

building and churchyard. 
 
 

We would therefore respectfully ask each and every one of you to
continually review your Giving to God’s work via his Church. Become a

Planned Giver today!
 

Once again, thank you to you all
 

Barbara Wood
On behalf of the PCC Hoole Parish Church

Treasurer & Gift Aid Recorder
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St Michael's Churchyard

   Our churchyard is visited regularly by many local residents, who look after the graves
of their loved ones, and we know it is a special place for people in the villages and
beyond. It is the responsibility of families to tend these graves, but we do maintain the
general areas. Over recent months, this has been challenging as weather patterns have
encouraged the growth of grass and weeds, and our external maintenance team have had
reduced availability. Volunteers from our congregation have completed a "weeding spree"
and general tidying around the graves, but we will be looking at a more regular
maintenance plan for our churchyard. We are also working on installing an additional
path.
   You can help. We know that many people weed around their family graves, keep them
clean and tidy, and remove tributes that are no longer looking at their best. If everybody
visiting graves could do the same this would be of great assistance. Could we also remind
everyone of the churchyard regulations which state that tributes must fit onto the plinth at
the bottom of the headstone, and not overhang onto surrounding grass. This is to ensure
that mowers can manoeuvre between graves and keep grass neater. You can find bins for
green and general rubbish half way down the churchyard, and a copy of the churchyard
regulations is on display in the church porch.

Thank you, Jane Elphick, Churchwarden
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You can raise FREE donations for St Michaels Church Hoole EVERY
time you shop online. 

Just use #easyfundraising! Over 8,000 retailers will donate, including all the
big names like John Lewis & Partners, BT, Expedia, Argos, ASOS, Just Eat,

and many more! Please support us:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelshoole/
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Call us for a friendly chat on

01772 356 186
Or visit
bluebirdcare
.co.uk
/chorley-
ormskirk-leyland

Helping your dad
live his life. So you 
can live yours.

Peter
Chorley,Ormskirk &
Leyland  

We’re here to give your loved
one the support they need, in

the place they love. 

That’s what Home Care is 
all about. From preparing 
healthy meals and picking 
up medication to going on 

lovely walks in the local park 
together, our Care Experts 
will not only put your loved 

one at ease – they’ll help 
them live the life they want. 
See how we can support you.

It’s good to 
behome
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Why not tackle our maze?
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NOT A SUBSCRIBER?
We are always looking for new subscribers in support of its production

costs and would welcome any enquiries.

Next Parish Magazine Submission Deadline
1st September 2026

Advertisement
Want to advertise in our magazine? No problem! We offer ½ or ¼ ad

spots, just send us an email!

Barbara Wood: bw12252@hotmail.com

We also offer a full advert design service.

Support our
local food bank

Food collection
point: Spar,

Walmer Bridge 
All donations to a food hub in Lostock

Hall
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Colouring Page



Date 9:00 Service 10:30 Service Other

2  Augustnd Holy Communion Holy Communion 

4  Augustth Midweek Service 10:15

9  Augustth Holy Communion Morning Worship

11  August th Midweek Service 10:15

16  August th Holy Communion Morning Worship Baptism in Service

18  Augustth Midweek Service 10:15

23  August rd Holy Communion Holy Communion 

25  August th Midweek Service 10:15

30  August th Holy Communion Holy Communion 

Admission of sides
people and service of

thankfulness. Children’s
Church resumes.

54

August Schedule of Services 

September Schedule of Services

Date 9:00 Service 10:30 Service Other 

6  September th Holy Communion Holy Communion Children’s Church

8  September th Midweek Service 10:15

9  September th Little Angels 9:30

12  September th PARISH WEEKEND
(WALK)

13  September th No Service Songs of Praise
PARISH WEEKEND

(SONGS OF PRAISE)



Date 9:00 Service 10:30 Service Other 

14  September th 3-2-1 Bible Study 19:00

15  September th Midweek Service 10:15

16  September th Little Angels 9:30

20  September th Holy Communion Holy Communion 
Family Church 15:45-

Bishop Philip

22  September nd Midweek Service 10:15

23  Septemberrd Little Angels 9:30

27  September th Holy Communion Morning Worship Children’s Church

28  September th 3-2-1 Bible Study 19:00

29  September th Midweek Service 10:15

30  September th Little Angels 9:30
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October Schedule of Services

Date 9:00 Service 10:30 Service Other 

2  October nd Harvest Social 

4  October th Holy Communion Harvest Service Harvest Sunday

6  October  th Midweek Service 10:15

7  October th Little Angels 9:30

11  October th Holy Communion Holy Communion Children’s Church



Date 9:00 Service 10:30 Service Other 

12  October th 3-2-1 Bible Study 19:00

13  October th Midweek Service 10:15

14  October th Little Angels 9:30

18  October th Holy Communion Holy Communion Family Church 15:45

20  October th Midweek Service 10:15

21  October st Little Angels 9:30

25  Octoberth Holy Communion Morning Worship Children’s Church 

27  October th Midweek Service 10:15

28  October th NO LITTLE ANGELS

56

This Parish Magazine was edited and produced by Adina Jensen. For more information contact on
adina.jensen07@gmail.com 
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	Welcome to this bumper edition of our Parish Magazine. We want you to be aware of all the worship services and events coming up in the next few months. We have an exciting time ahead to offer you all, and a very warm invitation to everyone in our Parish, to join us. I'm delighted to tell you all that on Sunday 28th June we celebrated my Ordination to the Priesthood. More on this in another article. As I write I am watching my big greyhound (39kg), doing what he does best, and that is to spend most of his day asleep! He sits on his chair dreaming, or contemplating the world, then he eats, takes a short walk around the block and goes back to sleep. Now I'm not suggesting this is going to be the daily routine of your local Curate in Charge! Tempting though it is, life is incredibly busy, the demands of daily life can overwhelm us, and then life throws us some major curve balls, in the shape of bereavement, illness, family trauma, disappointment and the dreadful events happening around the world. We are surrounded by constant negative images and information, and a lot of fake news that quite frankly can "fry" our brains. Our God offers an antidote to all of this. His invitation to come and follow him is for all of us, and to enable us to step into a different world. It is an invitation to "come and see" in John's Gospel. In Matthew's Gospel (11:28), Jesus invites us to "come, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest." He asks us to think about the ways of the world: are they giving us the happiness and joy we crave, and more importantly, the peace of mind and spirit we need?

	THE REV’S REVIEW
	Priesting, June 2026 by Jane Elphick
	Sunday 28th June was a very important day in the life of our church. Since October 2024, when our previous minister retired, we have been without a fully ordained minister in post at St Michael's, which has presented challenges. However, last year, our Curate in training, Mandy Hughes, was ordained as a Deacon in Blackburn Cathedral, and following further training, interviews and reflection, Revd Mandy Hughes was appointed as Curate in Charge of our Parish in February 2026. On Sunday, the final stage of her Ordination journey was completed, when Revd Mandy was "Priested", so she is now able to preside at Holy Communion services, conduct weddings and undertake other tasks as our Curate in Charge.
	Revd Mandy has the support of a great many people including Blackburn Diocese, Emmanuel College, our Patron Sarah Lamb, our school and the congregation of St Michael's, who turned out in force for this special service. 36 parishioners hired a bus to travel to the service at St Francis Church, Fenniscliff, with several others travelling independently and many more sorry to be unable to attend for various reasons. The service was a joyful and very special celebration. It was particularly moving when five clergy who have actively supported Revd Mandy's journey laid hands on her in blessing with Bishop Joseph Kennedy.
	We all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, and the refreshments afterwards. Revd Mandy is now resident in the rectory, in the centre of our local community, and we are looking forward to supporting her plans for the future of St Michael's.

	Sharing Life’s Events with You
	In the last couple of magazines, I have talked about the invitation to you all to consider coming to church for some of the most important events of our lives;                                Thanksgiving for the birth of a child                                 Baptism (Christening) at any age                          Confirmation & renewal of Baptism promises                                                    Weddings                                            Wedding Blessings                                                      Funerals
	We all know that there are now many alternatives to coming to Church to celebrate these life-changing events, and perhaps people are reluctant to come forward and consider Church, for many reasons. Some maybe be to do with doubts about faith, or even a loss of faith. The convenience of a venue where it can all be done at once or even the relentless adverts for pure cremation or a simplifying of a Funeral – Cost may be an issue for some.  These “rites of passage in life”, are deeply personal and it’s important to have a conversation with your loved ones to find out what they would like in terms of a farewell. Maybe to think about it ourselves and how we would like to be remembered and the funeral we would like. We plan most things in our lives and this is something that we often ignore.
	Give it some thought and please feel free to come and talk to us about any of these important life events. We are here if you have faith or none or not sure.
	Revd Mandy

	Space for prayer
	Those of you who visit our church will see that we have a space for prayer at the front. It is an opportunity to hang a prayer on our prayer tree, and take a moment for private prayer. We are also available for prayer on the Sundays when we have a Communion Service. If you have particular prayer needs please contact me and we can add you or the person you want prayer for, to the weekly prayer list, which is read out in Church, or we can pray for you after the service. We can also guide you towards prayer resources or people who can help in special situations. You don’t need to attend Church to receive prayer, but we would love to welcome you to our family, where you can find peace and comfort. Thank you, our prayers are with you, Revd Mandy Hughes
	Report by Liz Boland,  Children & Young People’s Minister
	Children’s Church has now finished their Time Travel series, which took us through the Bible, helping us to think about God’s promises in the past and how that relates to us now. We then went back to looking at the same passages as the adults in church. We use crafts and/or games every week to consolidate our learning, but we are focussed on God and the Bible as much as the adults in the main service. Children’s Church takes a break over the summer, but there are things for the children to do every week while I am away.
	Family Church has happened twice since the last magazine – Birthday Church in May and Space Church in June. Birthday Church celebrated Pentecost and the birthday of the Church, with a party style service, including birthday cake (of course) a rousing rendition of the families singing
	“Happy birthday” to the Church, and think about what the coming of the Holy Spirit means now and a lot of fun.
	Space Church was something we hadn’t done before, and was a great afternoon with the Venue in almost darkness, with stars projected onto the ceiling, videos of the Earth from space and the side of the Moon we never see from Earth, and praising God for His Kingship over the whole universe, not just our planet, while also thanking Him that He cares about each one of us as well as the whole universe, and more! Big concepts, but of course, our families rose to the occasion and had a great afternoon. We also made rockets and designed our own planets.
	Our next Family Church is on 20 September, when we will be celebrating the centenary of the Diocese of Blackburn with Party


	OUR CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE
	(HYH)
	I am excited to share our most recent developments at Hoole St Michael CE Primary School. We have been working hard to improve our learning environment. The introduction of the sensory space in the Autumn term has been a huge success with many children enjoying this calm space.
	Our revamped library has supported the children to develop a renewed enjoyment of reading. We welcomed in our families to share a book and a brew. We will be extending this offer in the new academic year and will be looking for volunteer readers who have time to donate. Please get in touch with school if you have a little time to spare.
	In the Summer term we have been working on our outdoor environment. We have beautiful school grounds and offer a forest school provision with our in house trained forest school practitioner. To support the ongoing projects of our forest school team we have been painting and fixing our potting sheds. Thank you to members of our school community who came to support us on ‘Groundforce Day’ this has made a huge difference to our school grounds as we prepare for the next upcoming projects.
	If you have a trade and wish to donate time we always have projects we are working on in and around our school. We welcome expertise from our local community. This helps to strengthen the links between school, church and community.

	Life at Hoole St Michael C of E Primary School
	Honey Bees Nursery
	Ages 3 - 4 years EarlyYears FoundationStage
	Standards for learning Forest School provision Early Education funding can be used Access to before & after school care 7:45am - 5:45pm
	CONTACT US
	HOOLE ST MICHAEL CEPRIMARY SCHOOL
	BURSAR@HOOLE.LANCS.SCH.UK 01772 613219


	Photos from the Ladies Group Coffee Morning held on Saturday 27th June at Banks Farm including one of Averil Dalton being presented with a special cake (made by Lynn Smith) and basket of flowers in celebration of her and Viv’s Platinum Wedding Anniversary in July.  Happy 70th Wedding Anniversary, Averil and Viv!
	DISCOVER LIFE ACCORDING TO JESUS
	Got questions about God, the world and you?
	The 321 course invites you to see life the way Jesus does. Over the course of 3 sessions, Glen Scrivener presents Jesus’ vision for life through interactive videos that help us better understand God, the world and ourselves.
	The course considers God’s Three-ness, the world’s two-ness and your one-ness. Each session begins with a thoughtful question followed by stunning storytelling and compelling commentary.
	Begin 321 here. Engage in thoughtful conversation as part of a small group hosted in a friendly environment. Interact with the videos then share your thoughts and experiences with others.
	Interested? Speak to Rev Mandy, stmichaelshoole@outlook.com
	Hosted by:  Hoole St Michael's Sessions:   14th Sept, 28th Sept, 12th Oct Time:   19:00 Address: The Lodge, St Michael’s Church, Much Hoole

	Giving at St Michael’s
	Your Church relies mainly on the generosity of donations from our members who donate on a regular basis, but we also greatly value any donations received from visitors. If you would like to contribute, you have several options:
	As a Visitor to Church?
	Cash can be given via our donations box located on the right as you walk in
	Tax Payer? – consider completing a yellow envelope (available in church) and drop it into the donations box.
	Donate by card using our card reader located on the left as you walk in.
	Prefer online options? By online bank transfer to HSBC, PCC Hoole Parish Church, 40-37-25 / 84453034 Visit our Just Giving page: www.justgiving.com/charity/hooleparishchurch Or scan the bar code below
	If you do donate. a quick email to our treasurer would be good, so we can acknowledge our appreciation of your support.


	THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY,  NOW, IN THE PAST, AND INTO OUR  FUTURE TOGETHER
	A Message for our Planned Givers If you donate by regular standing order or use our regular envelope giving scheme, then you are a planned giver. In May of this year, you should have received an email or a letter, thanking you for your valued support and a request to review your planned giving. Thank you to everyone who has responded in whatever form that took.
	If you haven’t got around to reviewing your planned giving (or becoming a planned giver) perhaps this could be taken as a gentle reminder to think about it. If you did not receive anything from me and would like to know more,  please get in touch.
	Why? Because - it is the revenue from you, our planned givers, that plays an integral part in meeting our commitments and financial forward planning. Without this dedicated support from you all, we would struggle indeed to keep up the variety of services we provide in order to try and meet your different needs.
	To Everyone The support you give to your Church and its work is always so very much appreciated because we recognise that it takes its form in many ways:
	your time volunteered your skills freely given your expertise shared as well as your donations given, by whatever method.
	What are our Commitments? Your support,  helps to ensures our church continues to thrive physically and spiritually by funding our Curate in Charge, our Children and Young People’s Minister, the production of the church magazine, administration and media costs, pastoral care, home communion to name but a few and last but not least, the maintenance of our beautiful Grade II* listed church building and churchyard.
	We would therefore respectfully ask each and every one of you to continually review your Giving to God’s work via his Church. Become a Planned Giver today!
	Once again, thank you to you all
	Barbara Wood On behalf of the PCC Hoole Parish Church Treasurer & Gift Aid Recorder


	You can raise FREE donations for St Michaels Church Hoole EVERY time you shop online.  Just use #easyfundraising! Over 8,000 retailers will donate, including all the big names like John Lewis & Partners, BT, Expedia, Argos, ASOS, Just Eat, and many more! Please support us: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelshoole/
	We’re here to give your loved one the support they need, in the place they love.  That’s what Home Care is  all about. From preparing  healthy meals and picking  up medication to going on  lovely walks in the local park  together, our Care Experts
	will not only put your loved
	one at ease – they’ll help
	them live the life they want.
	See how we can support you.
	Or visit bluebirdcare .co.uk /chorley- ormskirk-leyland

	It’s good to  behome
	Peter Chorley,Ormskirk & Leyland
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	October Schedule of Services
	Date
	9:00 Service
	10:30 Service
	Other
	12th October
	3-2-1 Bible Study 19:00
	13th October
	Midweek Service 10:15
	14th October
	Little Angels 9:30
	18th October
	Holy Communion
	Holy Communion
	Family Church 15:45
	20th October
	Midweek Service 10:15
	21st October
	Little Angels 9:30
	25th October
	Holy Communion
	Morning Worship
	Children’s Church
	27th October
	Midweek Service 10:15
	28th October

	NO LITTLE ANGELS

